
8th-Grade Summer Reading 2021

Rising 8th-grade students will be required to read two novels over the summer.
Required:

● �e Outsiders by S.E. Hinton
Choose one of the following:

● Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne
● Ground Zero by Alan Gratz
● A Night Divided by Jennifer Nielsen
● Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes

While students are reading their novels, I  strongly recommend that they become an active reader while
reading their summer selections. �ese activities include taking notes over each chapter and
highlighting key information. �ese strategies will help them with comprehension and complete related
projects to these books.

�e required novel, �e Outsiders, should be read first and students will complete ALL of the following
writing prompts in paragraph form.

Writing Prompts:
1. How does Ponyboy change throughout the book?
2. How does the lack of true “adults” in the storyline a�fect this novel? How would the story have

been di�ferent if adults had taken an active role in the novel? What situations might have been
the most drastically changed as the story progressed? How would the situation have changed?

3. What is the moral message or theme that the author wants the reader to learn? What passages
support these claims?

Each paragraph should be fully developed and include the following: a topic sentence, an answer to the
question, 1-2 pieces of evidence from the book (including a page number), an explanation on how the
evidence supports the answer, and a concluding sentence.

* �is assignment will be due the first Friday a�ter we return from school.

�e second novel  should be read toward the end of the summer. When students return to school, they
will take a quiz over the 2nd book.

�e summer reading assignments will be the student’s first assessment  grade for the 1st quarter.




